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REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 

OF THE CITY OF PLATTSBURGH, NEW YORK 

August 11, 2016 

5:30 P.M. 

 

AGENDA 

 

Present: Mayor James Calnon, Councilors Rachelle Armstrong (W1), Mike Kelly (W2), Dale Dowdle  

  (W3), Paul O’Connell (W4), Becky Kasper (W5), Joshua Kretser (W6) 

Absent:  

*************************************************************************************** 

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:  

 

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the regular meeting of the Common Council held on July 28, 

2016 are approved and placed on file among the public records of the City Clerk’s Office. 

  

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser   

*************************************************************************************** 

2. PAYROLLS OF VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS: 

 

RESOLVED: That the payrolls of the various Departments of the City of Plattsburgh for the weeks 

ending August 3, 2016 in the amount of $ 496,982.10  and August 10, 2016 in the amount of   

$ _________  are authorized and allowed and the Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby empowered 

and directed to sign warrants drawn on the City Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 

 

 By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser   

*************************************************************************************** 

3. REPORTS OF CITY OFFICES & COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

  

 Report of Fire and Ambulance Responses for the weeks of  July 28 – August 3,  2016 

 Report from the Building Inspector’s office July 27 – August 9, 2016  

 Statement from the City Clerk’s Office of all monies received during the month July 2016 in the 

total amount of $9,785.41 

 

 

 RESOLVED: That the reports as listed are hereby ordered received and placed on file among 

 the public records of the City Clerk’s Office.  

  

 By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser    

*************************************************************************************** 

4. CORRESPONDENCE OR RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BOARDS:    
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Leadership Award presented by New York State Municipal Workers’ Compensation Alliance. 

The City of Plattsburgh has been selected as one of five recipients of the annual Comp Alliance G. 

Jeffery Haber Leadership Award. This award is presented by the New York State Workers’ 

Compensation Alliance (Comp Alliance) in recognition of the city’s efforts to maintain a safe 

environment for its employees through the development and implementation of safety policies and by 

training employees on safe workplace practices. 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

5. AUDIT OF CLAIMS: 

 

RESOLVED: That the bills Audited by the Common Council for the weeks ending August 5, 2016 

in the amount of $ 337,757.50 and August 12, 2016 in the amount of  $ __________ are authorized 

and allowed and the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to sign warrants drawn 

on the City Chamberlain for the payment thereof. 

 

 By Councilor ______________; Seconded by Councilor ________________ 

 Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser    

*************************************************************************************** 

6. PERSONS ADDRESSING COUNCIL:     

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

7. OTHER ITEMS:    
 

A. ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW P-6 OF 2016 

  

RESOLVED:  A local law amending the Table of Contents, Section C1-8, Section C2-7, Section C3-

8(H), Section C3-9, Article IV, Article V, Article VI and Article VII of the City Charter of the City of 

Plattsburgh, changing the current form of government, with a strong Mayor, to a form of government 

with a City Manager.  The entire text of which has been distributed to and read by the members of the 

Common Council, is hereby enacted without the reading thereof and a copy of said local law is made 

part of the minutes of this meeting.  

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 
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 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

B.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to adjust the 2016 General Fund Budget by a $250.00 transfer from the City Clerk 

Contract Services line item to the City Clerk Conferences line item to cover the under budgeted cost 

for the travel to the Fall Training School for City and Village Clerks approved at the July 28
th

, 2016, 

Common Council meeting. 

  

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

C.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to increase the 2016 General Fund Budget by $81,360.95 in estimated revenue and 

appropriations for the receipt of the net proceeds from the sale of three delinquent property tax 

parcels and for the funding of various projects as use of the additional revenue per the attached 

authorizations from the Mayor and Common Council. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

D.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to transfer $22,150.00 from the Water Fund Transmission & Distribution vehicle 

supplies budget line to the contract services budget line to provide for unbudgeted cost to test the City 

water distribution lines within the Plattsburgh Air Base infrastructure. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 
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E.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to adjust the budget between Finance and Data Processing payroll by $20,000 to 

provide for unbudgeted employee service costs as Data Processing contract services. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

F.  THE MAYOR HANDS DOWN THE RE-APPOINTMENT OF CAROLYN COWIN TO  

 THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW FOR A FIVE YEAR TERM COMMENCING  

 ON OCTOBER 1, 2016 AND EXPIRING ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2021. 
 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

G.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves First 

Weekends to hold a free “End of Season” concert on Saturday September 3, 2016 from 3:00 pm to 

8:00 pm at the Lions Club Bandshell. They are requesting electricity.  Insurance proof is required. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

H.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to adjust the 2016 Budget for the City by $134,725.70 for the 2016 payroll increases to 

all AFSCME employees affected by the union contract dated July 1
st
, 2015.  The amount effects the 

unassigned fund balance of the General, Water and Sewer Funds appropriating amounts necessary to 

balance their respective 2016 Budgets for the unbudgeted payroll costs and it also increases the 

transfers from the General Fund to the Rec Complex Fund as noted in the attached budget resolution 

presented as support for the meeting minutes. 

  

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       
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Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

I.  RESOLVED: In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves a leave of 

absence for James P. Welch from his position as Maintenance Worker II in the Department of Public 

Works effective August 12, 2016 to take provisional appointment as a Municipal Code Inspector in 

the Building Inspector’s office until his probationary requirements are completed. Leave of absence 

not to exceed one year from date August 12, 2016. . 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:   

************************************************************************************** 

J.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to transfer $8,000.00 from the Water Fund Purification Technical & Special Equipment 

budget line to the Purification Buildings & Grounds budget line to provide for unbudgeted costs to 

perform instrumentation preventative maintenance and plant electrical maintenance services. 

  

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

 

K.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to revise capital project H5110.56 by $2,586 for the increased cost of a fire department 

pick-up truck. 

 

  

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 
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 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

************************************************************************************** 

L.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves the City 

Chamberlain to revise capital project H8320.68 by $300,000 for the increased cost of additional 

design and remediation work for Meade Dam and also to request to close capital project H8320.63 

Dam Inspection Emergency Action Plan, being completed, in order to un-assign $16,000 of Water 

Capital Reserve funding for transfer back to the reserve account for future use on dam remediation. 

 

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:      

*************************************************************************************** 

8. TRAVEL REQUEST:  

 

A.  RESOLVED:  In accordance with the request therefore the Common Council approves Assessor 

Kathy Livingston to attend “Analysis of Vacant Land” on August 19, 2016 in Norwich, NY at a cost 

not to exceed $591 which will be paid out of Training/Education and Mileage expense accounts. 

  

By Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _______________  

 

Discussion:       

 

Roll call: Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

  

 ACTION TAKEN: Adopted _____ Defeated ______ Withdrawn _____ Tabled _____ 

 Follow up Action:        

*************************************************************************************** 

9.  RESOLUTIONS FOR INITIAL CONSIDERATION: None   

*************************************************************************************** 

10. NEW BUSINESS:     
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

***************************************************************************************   
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11. CLOSING PUBLIC COMMENTS:        
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

Motion to Adjourn by Councilor _____________; Seconded by Councilor _____________ 

Roll call Councilors Armstrong, Kelly, Dowdle, O’Connell, Kasper, Kretser 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: ________     










































































































