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Mary Ward <mward@perucsd.org> Mon, Apr 27, 2020 at 2:52 PM
To: cityinfo@plattsburghcitygov.com

I am a long time resident of Plattsburgh, N.Y. I grew up here, and knew downtown in the fifties, and sixties. I have
lived in other states but returned here in 1980, but am a frequent traveler in the United States and other continents as
well.
Plattsburgh is my hometown, but as I travel I am often thinking of the wonderful quality of life here. I do sometimes
wish our city was a bit more vibrant and alive with opportunities.
I have watched the progress of the downtown development closely and participated in some of the first public
feedback opportunities. I was especially interested in downtown offering young families places to bring their children
to learn about our special location, our history and to relax and play.  I was especially hoping for a small splash/ice
skating park like I have seen in some other small cities. I myself lived in the city center and loved walking with my
children to restaurants, the YMCA and the library. When I needed to downsize there was little available in the center
city.
I also began to think about my grandparents, and about how walkable our city was and how we depended on
downtown for supplies, recreation and our sense of community. One of my grandmothers needed to live an easy walk
from downtown. She never drove and walked to do her banking, buy her groceries and to meet friends. She continued
to walk downtown for almost all she needed from her apartment in the city center until she was ninety in 1990.
Although the new development doesn't include all I wanted in a project, I believe it does offer a way forward in the
direction of positive change. We will get rid of an ugly parking lot, which encourages us to be healthier and to walk a
bit more. Most importantly, it brings families and perhaps older people into the center of town to live in community. It
brings the hope of more residents using the services that are offered downtown, and encouraging more spending in
the city, rather than always running uptown to get what they need. I also may want the option to live in nice housing,
in my city center, with all the services I need within a walkable distance, available to me in my future!
I also trust my city representatives. I think there are alot of us out here who have not spoken publicly, because we
trust that the state officials who have chosen this project and the city that has worked for four years to obtain this
grant, have 
done their job, with the best interest of our city at heart. It is not perfect, but is an opportunity we should not waste.
Due diligence has been done! Naysayers have been heard. 
Please move forward now.
Mary Ward
21 Kansas Ave.
Plattsburgh,NY 12903
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Mary Ward <mward@perucsd.org> Mon, Apr 27, 2020 at 2:56 PM
To: cityinfo@plattsburghcitygov.com

am a long time resident of Plattsburgh, N.Y. I grew up here, and knew downtown in the fifties, and sixties. I have lived
in other states but returned here in 1980, but am a frequent traveler in the United States and other continents as well.
Plattsburgh is my hometown, but as I travel I am often thinking of the wonderful quality of life here. I do sometimes
wish our city was a bit more vibrant and alive with opportunities.
I have watched the progress of the downtown development closely and participated in some of the first public
feedback opportunities. I was especially interested in downtown offering young families places to bring their children
to learn about our special location, our history and to relax and play.  I was especially hoping for a small splash/ice
skating park like I have seen in some other small cities. I myself lived in the city center and loved walking with my
children to restaurants, the YMCA and the library. When I needed to downsize there was little available in the center
city.
I also began to think about my grandparents, and about how walkable our city was and how we depended on
downtown for supplies, recreation and our sense of community. One of my grandmothers needed to live an easy walk
from downtown. She never drove and walked to do her banking, buy her groceries and to meet friends. She continued
to walk downtown for almost all she needed from her apartment in the city center until she was ninety in 1990.
Although the new development doesn't include all I wanted in a project, I believe it does offer a way forward in the
direction of positive change. We will get rid of an ugly parking lot, which encourages us to be healthier and to walk a
bit more. Most importantly, it brings families and perhaps older people into the center of town to live in community. It
brings the hope of more residents using the services that are offered downtown, and encouraging more spending in
the city, rather than always running uptown to get what they need. I also may want the option to live in nice housing,
in my city center, with all the services I need within a walkable distance, available to me in my future!
I also trust my city representatives. I think there are alot of us out here who have not spoken publicly, because we
trust that the state officials who have chosen this project and the city that has worked for four years to obtain this
grant, have 
done their job, with the best interest of our city at heart. It is not perfect, but is an opportunity we should not waste.
Due diligence has been done! Naysayers have been heard. 
Please move forward now.
Mary Ward
21 Kansas Ave
Plattsburgh, NY
12903
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