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Local Law No. Z of the year 19 93..

A local law .AMENDING..THE..CLIY. CHARTER..QF. THE..CI1TY..QF. .PLATISBURGH..CONCERNING
(Insert Title) BUDGET AND FINANCE

Be it enacted by the ... COMMON. .COUNCIL. of the
(Name of Legislative Body)

¥ty

City £ PLATTSBURGH

b o1 G - as follows:

XTI

1.01 Fiscal Year

- =7The fiscal year of the city shall begin on the first day oF
January and aned on the last day of December.

.J.QI.OZ City Services

The city shall provide the following services to its
citizens: public safety, water supply and distribution,

- sewage collection and treatment, sanitation, power, streets

- .. and sidewalks, parks and recreational services, community

- ! planning and development, maintenance of public records, a

i< public library, and such other facilities and services as the
. Common Council may determine are advisable. Such facilities

... .and services may be provided by city departments or by

. . contract with other municipalities or private enterprise.

‘1.03 Five Year Plan

.The Common Council shall prepare a five year plan to guide
o the growth and development of the City. The plan shall
_ include revenue and expenditure trends and projectionms,
goals and plans for improving the efficiency of city B
.. .. .government, desirable public projects and programs, and such
* .*- other matters as may assist the mayor and the council in
- managing the city. The plan shall be adopted by resolution
and shall be revised annually to include year five and -
reflect such changes as may be appropriate. The plan shall
be adopted and modified by June 1 of each year.
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1.04 Mavoral Budaget and Budaget Report Submission Date

On or before October 1 of each year the mayor shall submit a
budget and budget report for the next fiscal year to the
Common Council. .

1.05 Budaget Content

The budget shall include the following: a summary of its
contents; a comprehensive itemization of estimated income and
expenditures, including debt service costs; any projected
increase in the real property tax levy, water, sewer and
electric utility rates, waste collection charges, and other
fees and charges.

The budget shall contain separate sections. One section
shall discuss how each department's or program's
expenditures, including capital expenditures, comport with
the goals and objectives of the City's five year development
plan.

One section shall contain operating budgets for each

department that derives more than 50% of its operating
revenue from fees or charges. Such budgets shall include all
departmental income and expenses, including the estimated
cost of expenses not paid directly by the department such as
property insurance, equipment depreciation, employee benefit
expenses and support services provided by other departments.
. The operating budget shall include the number and amount of
delinguent customer accounts more than 60, and 120 days past
due. The amount of general fund revenue budgeted for use by
such department shall be clearly identified.

1.06 Budget Report Content

The budget report shall include the following: the current
year's budgeted and actual income and expenditures by
department and an explanation of any deficit or surplus that
is more than 5% of the budgeted amount; the facts or
assumptions underlying any increase in revenues or
expenditures for the following year which exceeds the current
year's budget by more than 5%; a description of the need,
cost and method of funding any new program; a summary of the
city's outstanding indebtedness including: the city's debt
limit, total outstanding indebtedness, authorized but
unissued notes and bonds, the interest rate on existing debt
and whether such debt can be re-financed; any material change

in financial policies.

1.07 Notice and Hearing on Budget and Report: Common
Council Action

.1 A summary of the proposed budget, a notice of when and
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where the budget and budget report are available for public
inspection, and the time and place of a public hearing on the
proposed budget shall be published on or before October 8. A
public hearing shall be held on the proposed budget not
sooner than October 15 nor later than October 22.

.2 The Common Council shall adopt a budget and necessary
implementing ordinances not later than 14 days after the
start of the fiscal year. Following a public hearing on the
proposed budget, the Common Council may amend the budget.
Any amendment shall be supported by the information required
to be included in the budget and budget report submitted by
the mayor. Budgeted expenditures including debt service, but
excluding the capital cost of capital expenditures planned to
be financed, shall not exceed budgeted revenues.

.3 If the Common Council fails to adopt a budget within 14
days of the start of the fiscal year, the budget submitted to
the Council by the mayor and all necessary implementing
ordinances shall take effect.

1.08 Appropriation of Funds; Authorization gﬁ tax levies
and fees

Not later than 14 days after the start of the fiscal year the
-Common Council shall adopt ordinances: appropriating funds by
~department, board or unit of government and for each
‘separately budgeted program or activity; authorizing real

- property tax levies to raise the budgeted amount of real

. property tax revenue. New taxes, fees or charges shall be
established by ordinance or local law. Fees and charges may
be adjusted by resolution where authorized by ordinance or

local law.
1.09 Amendments to Budget
The Budget may be amended after it is adopted, as follows:

.1 Upon certification by the mayor that there are surplus
revenues, the council may appropriate such surplus by
ordinance.

.2 In the event of a public emergency, a judgment against
the city, or a catastrophic loss in an amount in excess of
the city's insurance coverage, the council may borrow funds
to pay such costs on such terms as are permitted by the Local

Finance Law.

-~

.3 If it appears to the mayor there is likely to be
jnsufficient revenue or unappropriated funds to pay an
appropriation, he shall promptly inform the Common Council of
the amount of the estimated deficit and recommend a course of
action. The Common Council may, by ordinance, reduce one or
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more unencumbered appropriations to eliminate such deficit.

.4 The Common Council may, by resolution, transfer all or
part of any unencumbered appropriation from a department,
board or unit to another department, board or unit. The
mayor may, by executive order, transfer all or part of any
appropriation for am activity or program within a department
to another activity or program within such department,
provided he informs the council of such action in writing

within 10 days.

1.10 Lapse of Appropriations

All unexpended and unencumbered appropriations shall lapse at
the end of-each fiscal year except appropriations for capital
projects which shall lapse at the end of two years from the
year in which such project was planned to be undertaken if
moneys for such project have not been spent or encumbered.

1.12 Unauthorized Expenditures

No paymént shall be made nor obligation incurred without the

. certification of the mayor or the city chamberlain that there
_exists an unencumbered appropriation to pay such expense.

. Any city officer or employee who knowingly pays, or causes

. the city to become obligated to pay, any expense without an

- appropriation sufficient to pay the cost thereof shall be

liable to the city for the amount so paid and may be removed

. from office or discharged. This section shall not prohibit

the city from entering into contracts, leases or other
obligations which require the city to make payments over more
than one fiscal year. -

1.13 Capital Program; Content: Submission: Adoption.

.1 On or before October 1 of each year the mayor shall
submit to the council a five-year capital program. For each
year the capital program shall identify each planned capital
expenditure, the estimated cost of acquiring and maintaining
the capital asset, the proposed method of payment, the cost
of operating any capital facility, the approximate month and
year when the capital asset will be purchased or constructed.
The capital program shall be revised and extended one year

annually.

-~
Y

.2 A summary of the capital program, & notice of when and
where the capital program is available for public review,

and the time and place of a public hearing on the proposed
capital program shall be published on or before October 8. A
public hearing shall be held on the proposed capital program
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not sooner than October 15 nor later than October 22.

.3 The Common Council shall adopt the capital program not
later than December 1. Following a public hearing on the

.proposed capital program, the Common Council may amend the

capital program. Any amendment shall be supported by the
information required to be . included in the capital program
submitted by the mayor.

.4 If the Common Council fails to adopt a capital program by
December 1, the capital program submitted to the Council by
the mayor shall take effect.

1.14 Voting Regquirements

Except as otherwise provided herein, all Common Council
resolutions and ordinances adopted under this chapter require
the affirmative vote of two thirds of the councilors then in

office.

1.15 Audit of City Accounts

The city's financial accounts and records shall be audited

‘annually by a certified public accountant or the State of New

York. No person, nor accounting firm whose owners or

.professional employees have any direct or indirect interest

in the financial affairs of the city or any of its officers

"~ shall be engaged as auditor. The auditor shall be retained
. not later than 30 days after commencement of the fiscal year
by resolution adopted by majority vote of the Common Council.

The auditor may be retained for not more than three

‘consecutive years unless a contract for such services is .

publicly bid and such auditor is the lowest,:qualified

 ”h‘bidder. | ‘ )

' 1.16 Repeal of City Charter Sections
" .1 The following sections of the City Charter are hereby

repealed: C 3-3 concerning unauthorized exependitures and

ﬁ.official misconduct; C4-4 concerning appointment of a Budget

and Finance Committee; C4-5 concerning the preparation of
annual estimates of expenses and revenues; C4-6 concerning
the revision of estimates of expenses and revenues by the
Common Council; C4-7 concerning appropriations from the

contingent fund.

1;17 Inconsistent Ordinances, Resolutions, Orders and
Requlations : ’

All local laws, ordinances, resolutiomns, orders and
requlations in force as of the effective date of this local
law are superseded to the extent they are inconsistent with

the provisions of this article.
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(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and
strike out that which is not applicable.)

" 1. (Final adoption by local legislative body only.)

I Rereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 19__
of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the
on . 19__, in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

(Name of Legislative Body)

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval
by the Elective Chief Executive Officer®.)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. " ‘ of 19_
. of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of was duly passed by the
on '19___, and was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after

{Name of Legislative Body)

disapproval) by the ' and was deemed duly adopted on 19
{Elective Chief Executive Officer™) S - -_

© in accordance with the applicable provisions of law. __

* 3. (Final adoption by referendum. )

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto designated as local law No. of 19__
of the (County)(City)}(Town)(Village) of : : was duly passed by the
on 19, and was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after

(Name of Legislative Body) )
’:disapproval) by the “on 19 . Such local law was

: —(—iectwe Chief Executxve Officer®) : -

'submltted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permxsswe) referendum and received the nffxrmatxve
“-- - vote of a majority of the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(specxal)(annual) election held on
‘ 19 |, in accordance with the applxcable provisions of law.

‘ ... 4. (Subject to permissive referendum and final adoptlon because no valid petition was filed requestmg

‘ referndum.) _
1 hereby certify that the local law'annexed hereto, designated as local law No. ' of 19
of the (County)(Clty)(Town)(Vxllage) of was duly passed by the

RS on 19__, and was (approved)(not disapproved)(repassed after
" (Name of Legislative Body) N

.- disapproval) by the on : 19___. Such local law was subject to
ST “(Elective Chief Executive OIﬁcer )

"~ permissive referendum and no valid petmon requesting such referendum was filed as of . 19,

in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

—-  *Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a
county-wide basis or, if there be none, the chairman of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city
or village, or the supervisor of a town where such officer is vested with the power to approve or veto local

laws or ordinances.
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5. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 7 of 1993
of the City of CITY OF PLATTSBURGH having been submitted to referendum pursuant to
the provisions of section (36)(37) of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote

- of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting thereon at the ¥p¥¥X)(general) election held on
November 2 1993, became operative.

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter.)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. of 19___
of the County of , State of New York, having been submitted to
_the electors at the General Election of November 19, pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of

section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the
qualified electors of the cities of said county as a unit and of a majority of the qualified electors of the towns
of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative.

(If any other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please prdvide an appropritate certification.)

I further certify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that
the same is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such original local law, and was finally adopted
in the manner indicated in paragraph 5 , above. .

gislative body, City, Town or Vlllage Clerk

- or officer designated by local legilsatiye body
Keith A, Herkalo, City Clerk

(Seal) . ) o Date: 20 January 1994

(Certnf:catmn to be executed by County Attorney, Corporatmn Counsel Town Attorney, Village Attorney or
o other authonzed Attorney of locahty )

.. STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF CLINTON

. I the undersxgned hereby certxf‘y that the tcregomg local law contains the correct text and that all proper
- proceedings have been had or taken for the enactment of the Iocal law annexed hereto.

%/uu (() pﬁoé/,é’

ngnnturey John E. Clu'fe,

Corporation Counsel

Title

Cruxty

City of PLATTSBURGH
Towa
KiXixge

Date: 20 January 1994
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